
Garden City High School 
Course: United States History and Government 11R  

 
Instructional Philosophy:  
 
The United States History and Government curriculum is rooted the analysis of the principles 
and core values expressed in the Declaration of Independence and the codification of those ideas 
in the United States Constitution. United States history since the Declaration of Independence 
and the adoption of the US Constitution has witnessed continued efforts to apply these principles 
and values to all people.  
 
A major goal of the curriculum calls for students to learn about the structure and function of the 
Unites States government and to learn how to take an active role as citizens. In an effort to help 
students understand how ordinary citizens and groups of people can make a difference, students 
analyze how individuals and groups have challenged and influenced public policy and 
constitutional change throughout United State history.  
 
Garden City High School’s United States History and Government curriculum seeks to balance 
the need for a guaranteed curriculum with flexibility in response to student needs.  Aligned with 
NYS standards in social studies, it is designed to guide teachers yet preserve their autonomy in 
instructional decision-making.  Teachers utilize essential questions in order for students to 
grapple with complex historical issues to develop a deeper level of understanding and, 
ultimately, ownership of the content. 
 
Overview of United States History and Government 11R 
Regents U. S. History and Government is a one-year course surveying American history from the colonial 
settlement to the present; it follows the New York State curriculum.  Students engage in a study of 
the economic, political and cultural trends throughout United States history.    A major emphasis 
in this course is the continued development of reading, writing, note taking and research skills to 
further historical inquiry. There is a Regents exam at the end of the course; passing the United 
States History and Government Regents is a prerequisite for high school graduation. 
 
         
Knowledge and Skills Objectives 

1. To develop the ability to think historically – to place events of the past and the present 
within a chronology and historical context. 

2. To use primary documents creatively.  
3. To think critically and write analytically, in particular, to use historical evidence to 

support a well developed thesis. 
4. To reinforce research skills. 
5. To develop an awareness of current events and explore their roots in the past. 
6. To develop the habits of mind necessary to be informed, committed, active participants in 

our democratic society. 
 
  



Units of study: 
1. The America Revolution and the Declaration of Independence  

a. To what extent was 1763 a turning point in colonial America? 
b. Were the colonists justified in declaring and fighting for their independence? 
c. The Declaration of Independence was a revolutionary document.  Agree/disagree. 
d. Has the United States fulfilled the ideals of the Declaration of Independence? 

 
2. Creating a New Government  

a. To what extent did the Articles of Confederation provide an effective system of 
government for the new nation? 

b. What issues needed to be compromised at the Constitutional Convention?  How 
did the issues reflect early sectionalism in the United States? 

c. How did the Founders attempt to form a more perfect union?  
d. Analyze how the Constitution strengthened and limited the power of the federal 

government. 
e. To what extent is the Constitution relevant today? 
f. Why was the Bill of Rights added to the Constitution? How are the fundamental 

rights that are listed in the Bill of Rights be applied in everyday situations?  
g. What are civil liberties? Why/how have people's rights periodically expanded and 

restricted? 
h.  How does the government balance the rights of individuals with the common 

good?  When should freedom be sacrificed for the common good? 
i. Hamilton's financial Plan set the new nation on the road to economic stability.  

Agree/Disagree. 
j. How did the competition for power between the federal government and state 

governments manifest itself in the new nation? 

The New Nation – Expansion  and Reform 
a. To what extent did the United States live up to the ideals of the Declaration of 

Independence by 1850? 
b. Evaluate the presidency or Andrew Jackson -- how should he be remembered in 

history? 
c. Analyze the treatment of Native Americans in the period prior to 1850.  Be sure to 

discuss the Cherokee in particular. 
d. Analyze the impact of the Market Revolution in the first half of the 19th century 

especially with regard to the role of women. 
e. Why did the early 1850s give rise to the abolition, suffrage and temperance 

movements? 
f. Evaluate the impact of early social reformers -- to what extent were they able to 

achieve their goals? 
g. Why did Americans feel compelled to move westward in the 1800s?  What beliefs 

and attitudes fueled American Manifest Destiny? 
 
Compromise and Conflict – Civil War 

a. To what extent did westward expansion fuel the growing sectional divide in the 
United States? 



b. How did the events of the 1850s (Compromise of 1850, Kansas Nebraska Act, 
Dred Scott, John Brown's Raid, Election of Lincoln) contribute to the start of the 
Civil War? 

c. To what extent was the Civil War inevitable? 
d. How and why did Lincoln's views on race evolve in his lifetime? 
e. How did Lincoln attempt to preserve the union? Analyze his actions and policies 

during the war? 
f. Evaluate Lincoln's leadership during the Civil War.  Should he be remembered as 

a great president? 
g. What is the legacy of the Civil War?  

 
3. Reconstruction – The Unfinished Revolution 

a. What political, economic and social issues /questions had to be resolved at the end 
of the Civil War? 

b. How did Presidential Reconstruction plans compare with the Reconstruction plans 
of the Radicals in Congress? 

c. To what extent did the promise of equality for African Americans turn into a 
reality? 

d. How did the balance of power shift between the branches of government during 
the Civil War, Reconstruction and in the Post-Reconstruction time period? 

e. To what extent was Reconstruction a success (or a failure)? 
f. Some historians refer to Reconstruction as an 'unfinished revolution'.  What do 

you think that means?  Do you agree?  Why/why not? 
g. Compare and contrast the goals and strategies of Booker T. Washington and 

W.E.B. DuBois. 
h. To what extent can/do individuals shape history? 

 
4. Migration and Industrialization 

a. Why did Americans move west in the mid to late 1800s? How did the US 
government encourage westward development? 

b. Describe the political, economic and social conditions for women in the west?   
c. Evaluate the impact of the Dawes Act on Native Americans. 
d. How does geography shape the history and culture of the United States?  
e. To what extent was the year 1890 a turning point in US History? 
f. Why was there an industrial revolution in the late 1800s? 
g. Explain the term "the Gilded Age".  Is that an accurate term to describe the late 

1800s?  Why/Why not? 
h. Should the US have continued its laissez faire policies at the turn of the century? 
i. What is the purpose of government? 

 
5. The Age of Reform – Populism and Progressivism 

a. To what extent was the Populist Party successful? Analyze the role of third 
political parties in US history. 

b. How did workers attempt to resolve their problems?  To what extent were unions 
successful in solving their problems? 

c. How and why did the government's attitude toward big business change in the late 
1800/early 1900s? 



d. Describe the effects of urbanization in the early 1900s. 
e. How did reformers attempt to resolve problems in the early 1900s? 
f. Analyze why the attitude toward immigrants changed in the late 1800s.What does 

it mean to be an American?   
g. What is the purpose of government? 
h. Can individuals really make a difference?  
i. What role has consumerism played in shaping American identity and political 

actions?   
j. To what extent did the US fulfilled the ideals of the Declaration of Independence 

by 1910? 
k. Evaluate the presidencies of T Roosevelt, Taft and Wilson.  Do they deserve to be 

called Progressive presidents?  Why/why not?  How were their programs 
similar/different? 

 
6. Modern America Emerges – U.S. imperialism and World War I 

a. To what extent was the US policy of imperialism a continuation of earlier US 
expansion? 

b. Analyze the impact of the Spanish American war on US foreign policy. To what 
extent was the US justified in its decision to annex the Philippines? 

c. Evaluate US policies towards Latin America at the turn of the century. 
d. How does economics influence/shape foreign policy? 
e. Analyze the reasons for US involvement in WWI 
f. Wilson stated that he wanted to "make the world safe for democracy", to what 

extent did America fulfill that ideal at home by 1915? 
g. How did Wilson's plan for peace reflect his wartime goals and ideals? 
h. How did WWI and the treaty negotiations shape the development of US foreign 

policy in the 1920s? 
 

7. The Twenties and The Great Depression  
a. Why did the US experience so much political and social change in the 1920s? 
b. Analyze what caused the tension that existed in society in the 1920s -- more 

importantly, explain how that tension was manifested in society in the 1920s. 
c. Who benefited and who was left out of the economic growth of the 1920s? 
d. What constitutional and legal issues emerged during the 1920s?  How were they 

resolved? 
e. What role has consumerism played in shaping American identity and political 

actions?   
f. To what extent did the economic policies of the 1920s cause the Great 

Depression? 
g. Evaluate Hoover and FDR’s responses to the depression. 
h. How did the New Deal affect organized labor, minorities, and women? 
i. Analyze how the Great Depression changed the relationship between the 

American people and the government. 
j. To what extent was the New Deal a success/failure? 

 
  



8. World War II 
a. Analyze how and why the US moved away from its policy of neutrality to 

involvement in WWII. 
b. How did WWII affect the lives of Americans on the home front? 
c. How should society balance the rights of individuals with the common good? 
d. Evaluate the importance of the Battle of Midway and D-Day in WWII. 
e. Was the US justified in the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki?  Why/why not? 
f. To what extent did WWII permanently reshape US society? 

 
9. The Cold War at Home and Abroad 

a. Why did the US adopt a policy of containment in the post-war period?  How did 
that policy manifest itself in Europe, Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Middle 
East? Evaluate the successfulness of the US containment policy. 

b. How did the fear of communism manifest itself in the United States? 
c. Analyze how and why the suburbs grew so rapidly in the post-war period.  What 

impact did that have on American society?   
d. How and why did the US become involved in the Vietnam War? 
e. Analyze the social and cultural changes that developed in the 1960s. 
f. Evaluate the presidencies of Presidents Eisenhower, Kennedy and Nixon – 

consider their domestic and foreign policy actions. 
g. How can the past inform the present?  
h. What constitutes a great leader?  
i. What are the roles and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy?  
j. How did the international role of the United States change during and after the 

Cold War?  
 

10. Civil Rights and Beyond  
a. Analyze the significance of Brown v. The Board of Education? 
b. Evaluate the role of individuals and groups in their struggle for civil rights. (Rosa 

Parks, MLK, Malcolm X, SNCC, SCLS, NAACP, Black Panthers.) 
c. Evaluate the tactics of the individuals and groups in their struggle for civil rights – 

what strategies were most effective?  Why? 
d. To what extent can/do individuals shape history? Can individuals really make a 

difference? 
e. Identify and evaluate the civil rights legislation that was enacted in the mid-

1960s. To what extent was the civil rights movement a success?  
f. How did the civil rights movement inspire others to struggle for greater equality? 
g. To what extent had the US fulfilled the ideals of the Declaration of Independence 

by the 1960s?  
h. What are the roles and responsibilities of citizens in a democracy?  

 
11. Current Affairs 

a. How did the economic problems of the 1970s present unique challenges to the Nixon, 
Ford and Carter administrations? 

b. Trace the development of US- Middle East relations from 1945 to the present. 
c. Evaluate the impact of the media on US culture and politics. 



d. Analyze the role Presidents Reagan and Bush played in the end of the Cold War and the 
collapse of the Soviet Union. 

e. Analyze the impact of the development of the global economy. 
f. Evaluate the Electoral College process for electing US presidents. 
g. Evaluate the presidencies of Clinton, Bush and Obama with regard to foreign and 

domestic policies. 
 
 

Materials:   
Text:  The Americans by Danzer, Klor de Alva, Krieger, Wilson, Woloch 
Variety of primary and secondary sources and online streamed video clips 


